MOUNTAIN FARE                        155
The church was a well-built stone edifice, dating possibly
from the sixteenth century; and though disused for so
long a period, it was kept clean and in good repair. Within
it that Sunday evening we recited our English Evensong;
the villagers standing round reverently and joining in the
Amens, the only word they could understand. The " Sheikh
Birader Effendi " must confess that this strange little service
was to him one of the most impressive in which he has ever
shared.
The wild rough life of the villagers was reflected in the
supper that they provided for us. Where else might one
dine on ibex collops and bread made of acorn meal ? The
latter sounds somewhat unpalatable, but was in fact not at
all bad eating. The queer little oaks which grow in Kurdistan
bear very large acorns almost as big as small walnuts ; and
these are not nearly so bitter as English acorns but rather
like chestnuts in taste. Often they are roasted and eaten
as we eat chestnuts in England; but generally they are
ground to meal for breadmaking, and mixed with an equal
proportion of barley meal. The natives grow a little wheat
likewise, so wheaten bread is not quite unknown to them;
but of this, as is to be expected, they get only a very small
supply.
It was while we were breakfasting next morning that
Erdil produced its final originality in the way of diet. Some
hunters had come in overnight, and had brought with them
the carcass of a boar. They had cut him up for convenience
of transport; but his huge hoofs (as big as a cow's) and his
bristly iron-grey hide proved that he must have been a
truly formidable monster : and for five piastres (ten pence)
they sold us a big chunk of the meat. His hide was the
most valuable part of him, and for this they hoped to obtain
as much as two mejidies (eight shillings), since it made such
excellent shoes. It seemed little short of a crime to allow
so magnificent a pelt to be so ignominiously disposed of;
but we did not see, if we purchased it, how we were to carry
it away.
Mindful of the difficulties we had found in bringing our
beasts up to Erdil, we determined in taking them down again